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cLeAecy VP 
SEE HIS 
BLOOD 





you 
AREN'T 
SUPPOSED S 
TO, PREDICT, Ke , IDEA! 
, Gato FT. We 
ONLY 4 ‘ 
(oo SCINTENTION 
TO KILL 
YOU. 
















































ONCE YOU 
KNOW THE 
WAY HE'S 
IT’S ALL GOING TO 
SIMPLE. ATTACK, 
OR RATHER, YOU HAVE 
YOU HAVE TO TO LEARN 
FORESTALL HOW TO 
WHAT’S GOING DEFEND 
TO COME AND AGAINST IT 
ATTACK BEFORE ANDO LEARN 
YOUR ENEMY HOW TO 
DOES. COUNTER- 


ATTACK, 








YOU ARE 
MUSCULAR, 


CAPABLE 
OF DOING 
















USHI- = & 

GOROU ; 

WENT TO Zt , 

THE EXIT fo oaue. 
INTE = ICHIZOUP 
BACK, 


HE'S 
PROB- 
ABLY 
GETTING 
SOME 
FRESH 
Ale. 


A 


























St il 


HE’S TAKING 























TOO LONG 
IT’S FOR THAT. 
AGAINST ARE YOU 
THE LINIT piri Mill 
/ HE DION’T 
RULES: SUP OUT 
TO STROLL 


THROUGH 
THE TOWN? 




















BUT IF HE’S 
GOING TO 
RUN, NOW 
IS THE TIME 
WHILE IMUDA 
1S STILL 


OR 
PERHAPS 
HE’S TRYING 
TO READ 
IMUDA, 


IT 
DOESN'T 
LOOK LIKE 
THAT PEAS- 
ANT IS 
GOING TO 
MAKE A 
MOVE, 


IS HE 
PETRIFIED 
BY FEAR 
LIKE A FROG 
THAT'S BEING 
TARGETED 
BYA 
SNAKE? 





SFX: 
Chirping 


A PEASANT 
THAT BARELY 
KNOWS HOW 
TO SWING HIS 
SWORD CAN'T 

PULL THAT 
OFF, 


THERE'S 





SFX: 
Slam! 








// (SEK: KA-WHOOSH! WHAM! 
ve JV 



































A 
il 
Wy 








ape? 7 P3 
fn" 
Wey 


SFX: 
Falling 





THIS GUY 
WITH THE 
OPPRESS- 
ING 
LOOKP 





SFX: 
Clatter 





j Dash 





, 


We Rye 
yoo 
Z Vil 





G 
=) 
z 
zs 
ING, 
: 





SFX: 
Slide 





























MOMENT. 
YOU CANNOT 
CARRY 
Swords 
INSIDE... 


























/ THAT WAY 1S 
BLOCKED... 


THE FIRST FLOOR AUL 
HAVE A GRID! You 
A. AREN'T GETTING 





SFX: 
Grab, 
Stab 

















SFX: 
Crashing, 
thud! 





THEY BROKE 
THE GRID IN 
A BUINK OF | 





SFX: 
Rattle, 
Whoosh! 


SFX: 
Toooo! 
Gasp, zip! 












































SFX: 
Running 




















SFX: 
Running, 
colliding 





SFX: } 
Crashing F 





, 


T 
PUTTING AMAZED 
ASIDE THE a 


MIOGET THAT 


ON TOP 
OF THAT, 
THEYRE VERY 
DISCIPLINED 
AND MADE 
SURE NOT 
TO FIGHT US 
HEAD ON. 


SO THAT'S 
WHY SAGARA- 
SAMA WASN'T 
INTERESTED IN 

HELPING US 

TAKE THEM 

DOWN. 


BUT IF WE 
DON’T STRIKE 
NOW, AND THIS 
ENDS WITHOUT 
BLOODSHED, 
IT WILL AFFECT 
THE MORALE 
OF THE LINE 
TROOPS. 


EXTREMELY 
WELL-TRAINED 
BODIES AND 
GOOD PEFLEX- 
ES, I CAN'T 
JUST MARK 
THEM OFF 
AS PEAS- 

\ ANTS. 


ITLL BE 
VERY HAPD 


MAKE MUCH 
P SENSE TO 






































HE 
COULON’T 
HAVE GONE 
THAT FAR... 











HAVE GONE 
THAT FAR... 








SFX: 
Sniff... 


MY MAMA 
WENT OUT 
EVERY DAY 
TO THE FIELDS 
FROM DAWN 
TO DUSK TO 


VEGETABLES 
ON TOP OF 
eee STAND 





WHETHER? 
THEY’ PE 
SAMUPAI OR 
NOT, I CAN’T 
FORGIVE 
SOMEONE 
WHO 





SFX: 
Ching 


AGITATED 
OR NOT, 
WHAT T 
DIO WAS 
UNFORGEIV- 


STAND HIS 
PLACE, 


FOR 
YOU TO 
APOLOGIZE 
WOULD BE 
UNREASON- 


THAT BE 
ENOUGHP 





“Author's 
note: 
Masurao = 
A splendid 
man. 
Aman 
who has 
courage 
and 
strength. 


TRUE 
MASUPAO 
ARE HARD 

TO FINO, 


WHETHER 

THEY ARE 
PEASANTS 
OR SAMU- 











IT’S A BIG 
DIFFERENCE 








SFX: 
CRUNCH 


THOUGHT 


THAT HUGE 
SAMURAI, 


WASA- 
BUROL AND 
CHIYOMATSU 
HAVEN'T 
COME Back {XS ze ANO-SEEK 
YeTFeOM | PSR y WITH HIM, 
SEEING THE ; 





HE SHOULD 
BE ABLE TO 
TELL SOME- 
THING’S UP 
AND THEN 
COME HERE. 


MATSU 
7 MIGHT BE, 
BUT WASA- 
euRou 
ISN’T THAT 
MUCH OF 
AN IOIOT. 


TUN: 
ray 6 ’ WG No {| FOR NOW, 
Japanese : j LET’S CHANGE 

formal , i OUT OF OUR 

coat. ' { KIMONOS. T 
¢ Lage y HAVE ENOUGH 
FOR EVERY- 





STOP 
BITCHING. 











HEY, WHAT \‘¥f Si 

HAPPENED ¢ I-IT IS 

TO CHIYO- 4 A MINOR 
MATSU?P 4 I WOUND. 


HE GOT 

CAUGHT 

BY THE 
SATSUMA, 























RIWLAL 


















CAUSED 
SO MUCH 
TROU- 






I DON’T HAVE 
ANY FRONT 
TEETH NOW... 








We KNOW 
HOWEVER, 2 THAT YOU P-PLEAJE 
MHAVE A” 3 SOS ere Hew uot STOP 


MOURA Nesremreo | A MPLe —MRTMG 


YOUR NAMES 
TO ASK... rhesunene PEASANT. 


YOU'LL BE | VILLAGES 


COMING 4 oe ane 
WITH US. OOK 





A SAMURAI 
FAMILT’S 
JOT... WILL. 
JeLL FOR 
A LOT. 


TAKE HIM 
TO THE 
CLAN 
ESTATE 
LIKE 

THIS, 


IT WOULD 
BE BETTER 
FOR YOU 
TO OBEDI- 
ENTLY 
CONFESS 
EVERY- 
THING. 


WE ARE 
NOT HALF- 


I-' 
GING 70 
CARRY. JIT 
UIING THE 
BOAT. 


PUL GET = TH-THEN... 


A WIFE... 


AND HAVE Me 


ficne 
7 





TRUTH BE 
TOLO, THERE 
WOULILO BE 
NO BENEFIT 
IN KILLING 
A PEASANT 
LIKE YOU... 


THEN YOU 
CAN GO 
HOME. 


MAIN 
STREETP 
WE WILL 





A HOUSE- 
HOLD OF 
YOUR OWN... 
HOW NICE. 


SPEAK 
TRUTHFLIL- 
LY, ANO WE 
WILL SPARE 


WE CAN 
TURN THE 
oe = TABLES ON 
(ea THEM, OR 
PREPARA- A\\ U\I\} possiaty 
TIONS. [RR \ \ EVEN CAP- 
























WHAT THE 
HELL...P 
THAT'S 

you HORRIBLE. 

CAN SEE 
BONES 
FROM 

BOTH 







4 









THEY DO 
WHATEVER [sali 
THEY WANT, i! Ne'= 





8} AS USUAL 
— | THE SHIN- 
CHOUGLMI 
: HAVEN'T 
\{ TURNED LP. 






















IT’S SO 
DISTURBING. 





THE GUY 
CAN'T EVEN 
WALK PROP- 
ERLY... 


ELIE 


GID 








ITLOOKS Y&R 
LIKE THEY'RE 
USING THE 
MAIN ROAD 
TO GET BACK 
TO THEI 
ESTATE. 





THERE’S NO 
WAY THEY 
SHOULO BE 
TAKING THE 
MAIN ROAD. 


CHIYO- 
MATSU 
IS BAIT. 





ARE YOU 
GUYS 


SATSUMA, 
FOR NO 
REASON, 

DECIDED TO 
TAKE A 
DETOUR, 


THEY WANT 
TO SHOW 
OFF TO THE 
PEOPLE IN 
THIS TOWN 
THAT THEY 
CAUGHT 
CHIYO! 





FIGURE 
SOME- 
THING 


Ol USHI, 
YOU'RE 
SMART 
AREN'T 
your! 


THOSE 
GUYS FROM 
SATSUMA ARE 
COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT TO 
THE ONIN 
FROM 
BEFORE. 


THEY'RE 
WATCHING 
TO SEE IF 

WE DO COME 


YOU'RE 
tHar we SAYING... 
HAVE TO 

WATCH THIS 
ANO OO 

NOTHING. 





THIS IS 












































TROUBLE- 
SOME. 
EVEN IF 
WE CAN \V LET'S SAY 
RUN AWAY WE BARGE IN 
FROM THEM, ; ANO ATTACK 
GETTING INTO Nah THE SATSUMA 
A SWORD SAMURAI, WHO 
FIGHT WOLILO f ARE READY 
BE DAN- ANO WAITING 
GEROUS. FOR US, 


pO YOU 
THINK 
WE'LL 
ESCAPE 
WITHOUT 
INJURY? 
































TLIN: A 

wakizashi 

roman WE ONLY | 's2 sare 
RUNNING HAVE TWO | tually 
A KATANAS | coriedt 

AWAY . carried by 
WOULD BE oa \ samurai. 

IMPOS- 


SIBLE. 


1 SB 


THERE’S 
HE’LL 
TELL THEM 
WHERE THE 


} HE’LL TELL 
NAMES TOO. 
EVEN MY ais HE MIGHT TELL 
SISTER <4 ts THEM WHAT 
CHIYO... NIN AG VILLAGES WE 
youre I~ V}} S CAME FROM 
FAMILIES... out ~~ = AS WELL. IF 


WE DON’T 
KNOW WHAT 
SATSUMA 
WILL DO 
TO THEM. 





BUT 
STILL... 
IF ITS 

SATSUMA 
THEY JUST 
MIGHT 
DO IT. 





WITH 
OUR OWN 
HANDS... 





THERE'S 


IF 
CHIYOMATSU 
ENTERS 
THEIR BASE, 
THEN IT’LL 
BE TOO 
LATE FOR 
us TO DO 


ANYTHING/ § 


IN THAT 
CASE, IT 
WOULD BE 
BETTER TO 
KILL HIM 
BEFORE HE 


GETS TOR- | 


THEN I 
WILL KILL 






























IF WE 

DON'T, 
THEN WE 

DON'T ar 

KNOW WHAT SAYING IT 

COULD BECALISE 
HAPPEN WE HAVE 
TO YOUR NO OTHER 
MOTHER! OPTIONS! 























I WOULON’T seo: 
TATED TO HAVE BEEN 
KILL YOU & \ FINE IF 
IF IT WAS. YOU WERE 

ZZ CAUGHT. 
















IS THAT 
ACRIGHT 
wit 
YOUN? 






IF THAT 
HAPPENS 
THEN T’LL 
COUNT 
ITWOULD = ON YOU, 
BE BETTER ICHIZOU. 
FOR ME TO 
OIE BEFORE 
I GO TOR- 
TURED. 





WHO CARES 
IF 17'S A TRAPY 
WE WICC FACE THEM 
ANO CHARGE 
RIGHT INI 





rryou SNe WE WOLILO Ny WF 
: JUST DIE fil} t 3 ICHIZOU, 
WANT We Oe, ~ eh A IN VAIN, thy a WHAT 
Es) n ; ARE YOU 
YOURSELF. \ . £ SAYING? 

















SACRIFICE 
SO MANY 
FOR CHIYO- 
MATSU'S 


SAKE, 


CHIYOMATSU 
WERE IN OUR 
POSITION, HE 


WH-WHAT 
ARE YOU 
SAYING/? 





euRrou,  ¥ 
TI FEEL BAD 
FOR YOU, 
KNOWING 
YOU'RE THE 
CLOSEST 
ONE TO CHI- 
YOMATSU, 





AGAINST THE 
SATSUMA 
WITH US! 





SCARED AND 
STILL CALL 


CAN'T LET 

EVERYONE 

AND THEIR 
FAMILIES 


EVEN IF 
IT’S FOR 
CHIYO- 
MATSUL.., 





USHI- 
GOROU’S 
PLAN IS 
THE RIGHT 
CHOICE... 





PLEASE... 
DOESN'T PLEASE 


SUFFER. DO IT SO 
THAT... 





























WELL 
START Ole 
PLAN WHEN 

THEY GET 
TO THE 
3-WAY 

JUNCTION. 


IT’S THE SS 


SATSUMA SSS 


DOMAIN! 





THERE 
ARE LOTS 
OF SMALL 

ALLEYWAYS 
THERE, AND 
ITLL BE 
EASY TO 
ESCAPE 


BLockine fF % ee , 
; WHEN WE 
THEIR VIEW KY SI Nw BO | NEED TO. 


Bs : THERE'LL 
: Za BE AN 
ANDO KILL \= n OPENING 
Dix, ON THE 
ag OPENING || peEmAIN- 
ING SIDE. 


YOU GUYS 
BASICALLY 
HAVE TO 
KEEP THE 
BASTARDS 
BUSY. 


EVERYONE 
THERE. 





THIS WILL 
BE ALL FOR 
NOTHING IF 

MORE PEOPLE 
GET CAPTURED, 
AND WE HAVE 
TO KILL THEM 
TOO. 


I’M NOT 
TRYING TO, 
DUMBASS, 


PROBABLY 
IS THE 
BEST AT 
RUNNING 
AWAY LIN- 
ARMED. 





ONCE TI KILL 
CHIYOMATSU, 
WE ALL HAVE 
TO RUN AS 
FAST AS 
WE CAN. 


THE ONE 
WITH THE 
MOST 
DANGER- 
OUS JOB 
IS YOU, 


IMA 
MIDGET, 
SOL 
anor CAN GET 
ie AROUND 
WON'T 
MORE 
hose'to: MO 
ANYONE FASILY 
IN TERMS 














WITHSTAND 
SATSUMA’S 
TORTURE. 





AFTER ALL, 
I WOULON’T 
HAVE THE 
GUTS 























LUMBER 


THROUGH! 





SFX: 
Labored 
breathing 


LET'S 
HAVE A REST. 
DON’T PUSH 

YOURSELF 
WITH THOSE 
INJURIES. 





YOU'LL 
CHOKE IF 
YOU DON’T 
DRINK 
SLOWLY. 


I GUESS 
THE 
SATSLUMA 
ISN'T FULL 
OF JUST 
HEARTLESS 
PEOPLE... 


IT WOULD 
HAVE BEE: | eo Teouee 
iA NA | Ul : Tie, THEN T 
| Wy? THIS, THEN I 
DON’T WANT 


LOT EASIER | ~ 2 
C LZ SQ} TO BECOME 


JUST TO 
STAY ASA 
A SAMUPAI, 





is |S 
POINTLESS \P 
IF TEND 
UP DYING 


ANYWAY. LOON'T 


WANT 
TO BEA 


SAMURAI, 


WAS  DEFINI- 
THEM, I TELY 
WOULD WON'T 

HAVE COME. 
ABAN- 
DONED 
ME, 


OURSELVES 
up TO LOOK 
AS VULNER- 
ABLE AS 
POSSIBLE. 
THEY'LL 
OERINITELY 
COME. 


ABSOLUTELY 
EVERYTHING 
AND HAVE 
THEM TAKE 
ME BACK TO 
MY VILLAGE, 


THIS WOLILO 
BE THE 
BEST TIME 
FOR THEM 
TO ATTACK 
US, LORD 
KAIEDA. 


BESIDES, 
USHIGOROU 
WOULD SENSE 
THAT ITS A 
TRAP RIGHT 





TH- 
THEY’ PE 
MOCKING 
Us. E 





SFX: 
IF YOU HAVE 
A PROBLEM | Misting 
WITH LS WHY 


PANIC, 
IT’S QUST 
UDON 
FLOUR. , 























SFX: 
Clang! § 


SFX: 
Grinding, 
whack! 





SFX: 
Stoppp! 
Poooo! 


DON’T BE 


THERE'S 
MORE 


OF 
THEMS 





THEY CAN 
COVER 
FOR THEIR 
SMALL 
NUMBERS 


WITH THIS, S 
ES < AN —SS 


sO, 
THEY'RE 
USING 
SMOKE- 
SCREENS 
ANO LOUD 
NOISES TO 
Tey AND 
DISTURB 
us. 


FRIENDS 
HAVE COME 
EXACTLY 
LIKE WE 





NS Ss 


We 


THERE ARE 
SUDDENLY 
FEWER 
PEOPLE 


YOU GUYS 
ASSIST 
THE OTH- 
ERS. THIS 
AREA IS 


“| PROTECTED 











THERE... 
THERE'S THE 
SMALLEST 
POSSIBILITY 
THAT I 
COULD GET 
AWAY 


THERE’S NO 
WAY IT’S 
A GOING TO 
TURN OUT 





DAWOLING 
AND GET 
uP! 





THEY STILL ee y THEY 
RE JUUE YR. WK WAS DAN 
on IA ii ¥ GEROUS... 



































TN 

















RIGHT 
THERE... 























TL/N and 
PR/N — 
T GUESS The Mize A 
AVOIDING See he 
IMUTA’S translated 
SLASH : 


both as 
Imuda or 
Imuta. The 
furigana 
lists the big 
samurai’s 
name as 
Imuta’, 
so going 
Forward, 
we'll use 
that 
spelling. 





IWS 


you 


yr My 3 { I) a y IN ¥ 
SHOLLO | | ZI hig RATHER 


oY THAN 
HAVE Z 
AIMED FOR : TRYING 


CHIYO- | a Peg) 4 TO KIL 





DON'T 
WORRY, 
PEASANT, 


I WON’T 
LAY A 
HAND 

ON THE 

OTHERS, 





SFX: 
Clink 


UNTIL I 
DO THIS 
GUY IN... 


I CAN'T 
THINK ABOUT 
KILLING OP 
RESCUING 
CHIYOMATSU 





HE’S IN 
A STARING 
CONTEST 

WITH A 
SAMURAI... 


BRO, WHAT 
Are YOU 
DOING/? 











I MIGHT 
BE ABLE 
TO TAKE 
HIM 
DOWN... 





SFX: 
Scrunch... 




















THIS IS 
AS FAR 


AS YOU 
6O, 


TLIN & 
PR/N — 
Shogi 
is often 
referred 
to as 
Japanese 
chess and 
can have 





mate 
their op- 
ponent. 


EVEN IF I 


NOT ONLY 


THAT... HE 
PURPOSEFULLY 
LET OUT HIS 
BLOODLUST 
SO HE COULD 


COULD READ 
HIS MOVES 
FROM HIS 
BLOODLUST, 
I COULON’T 








UNTIL THEN, ' 


DON’T 
EVEN THINK 
ABOUT 
MOVING. 


SFX: 
Stepping 














I’M 
GOING 
TO GET 

TORTURED 
AND THEN 
KILLED/ 


SFX: 
Closing 
in 


NOw, 
MY MEN 
ARE GOING 
TO USE 
ROPES TO 
TIE YOU 
uP. 





THAT’S 
THE ONLY 
THING I 
WON'T 
ACCEPT... 











¥QU GUYS | 3 : 
WILL END ¢ ALRIGHT, 
$a UST 


RUN 
AWAY! 


ONE STRIKE, 
ONE KILL 
SQUAD... 








THERE'S 
N@ WAY 
THOSE GUYS 
ARE gUST 
PEASANTS! 


DEriniTely 
WQULDy’T 





SFX: 
Slam! 












¥) 
NOW, I'VE 3 
lve Me Al DONE IT... i “3 YOU 
SFX: i 
Wobble...| (NCH AND 
LL TAKE 


A MILE. 





























i 


| 


Th 















































UL ett i 
Paya 
SS 





\\\5S\S Ps 
“AW od 


a “ 
Vn 
\ At iH 

MM 















































SFX: 
Dash 


Y 
/ 


ZZ 
GZ 


SFX: 
Running 



































VD 

















\ 



































BASTARDS! 








TODAY'S 
NEWS- 
PAPERS! 


DION’T 
LOOK LIKE 


WASN'T 
THE GUYS y IT QUST 
WHO oH SOME RONIN 
ATTACKED MAKING A 
SATSUMA || WATCHING HUGE RACKET 
IT. OR SOME- £ 
THING? 





I DON’T 
CARE AS 
LONG AS THEY 
CAN DEFEAT 
THOSE COUN- 
TRY BUMPKIN 

SAMURAIS, 


APPARENTLY, 
THERE’S A 
RUMOR THAT 
THE SHINSEN- 
GUM FROM 
KYOTO IS 
INVOLVED 


IN IT, 


THE 
SHINCHOUGUMI 
WILL LOSE FACE 


IS IT ALRIGHT 


BUT WHO ARE 
THESE GUYS? 
THEY CAN’T BE 
AMATEURS IF 

THEY MANAGED 
TO GET INTOA 
HUGE FIGHT WITH 

SATS! 





SFX: F 
Smack! 





IF WE DION’T 
DO SO, THERE 
WAS A CHANCE 
THAT SATSUMA 
WOULO KNOW 

ABOUT THIS 
ses MACE, ALONG 


| SFX: Ooof! 


IT WAS AN 
URGENT 
SITUATION 
AND WE HAO 
NO WAY TO 
CONTACT YOU, 
SO WE TOOK 
ACTION BY 
OURSELVES. 


} THE SQUAD 
LEADER, 





: ane ; BESIDES, 
OUE TO THE a uot 


LIKE THEY 


BUT APPROVE ke DISOBEYED 
OF IT THIS Pr. 
ONE TIME. 





"THE WORLD 
REFORMING 








































POO SQUAD." 
IN AN EXHILA- IT LOOKS 
RATING DISPLAY LIKE WE'RE THIS 
LAST NIGHT, BEING PUT IS THE 
THE SQUAD IN A GOOD MORNING 
TOYED WITH NEWSPAPER 
THE SATSUMA YOKICHI 
WARRIORS... BROUGHT 





IN. 





ALTHOUGH |] tT’'Ss JUST 
WRITTEN 


FUNNY TO q- } 


MAKE IT 
STAND 
OUT. 


POO 
SQUAD... 


WH-WHAT 





UNTIL THEN, 
YOU ARE T0 

WHOLEHEART! 
EDLY FOCUS | 
ON YOUR 





LLL, 


AN [O1IOT 
WOULD PUT 
THEIe LIFE 
ON THE 
LINE TO 
GO VISIT A 
BROTHEL. 


I MIGHT BE 
ABLE TO HOLD 
ON, BUT MY 
ROWDY BUDDY 
IN MY CROTCH 





OUST Like ¥ 
CHIYO- 


HEHEHE, 
LOOKS LIKE 
YOU'LL HAVE 
TO MAKE DO 


JA WITH JERKING 


GET MY DICK 
IN SOME 
PUSSY! 





I JUST 
GOT TWO 
GOLD 
FROM Sie 
SHIMADA, 
JUST LIKE 
SENTA 
jolted 














ARE YOU 
GOING TO 
OO IT BY 
YOURSELF, 
WASA- 
euROUuP 





WASA- 
BuROU, 
YOU'RE A 
PRETTY 
RELIABLE 
PERSON, 
SO YOU'LL 
BE FINE. 


HA... 
HOWEVER, 
IF YOU 
WORKED WITH 










THOUGHT 
TOO 
KINOLY OF 
PEOPLE. 














AND HE 
WENT ANO 
CRACKED 
HIS HEAD 
AGAINST A 
STONE 
WALL. 





141 


|) WHAT ON 
HEADING == } @) | EARTH DID 
IN THE i 


RIGHT OI y 





















YOU HAD 


waren |e LOOKS 
watTcH |i 
#1 | YOURSELF, = 4] Like YOU 
i USHI- |i yl || ESCAPED 


GOROU. 






































MUCH AS 
YOU LIKE. § 


HEY 
TAKEYOSHI- 
KUN, DON’T 
EAT ALL OF 


HIRONOSHIN- 
KUN? YOU 
EAT TOO 
FAST, YOU 


NOT FIGHT 
IN HEREP 





O10 YOU 
BRING 
WHAT I 
ASKED?’ 


HOLD UA, f: 
HIRONO- 
SHIN-KLUN/ 
YOURE  \° 
TOO CLOSE 
TO Sle 


ie 
LY 

















3 ALL THE IN- 
FORMATION 








THE 
PEASANT 
WHO KILLED 
MAENO- 
SUKE-KUN, 
ISN’T HEP 


T HAVE TO 
TEACH HIM 
THAT NO 
MATTER HOW 
FAR HE RUNS 
AWAY, HE WILL 
EVENTUALLY 
HAVE TO PAY 
HIS DEBT. 


AS MAENO- 
SUKE-KUN 
WAS OUR DEAR 
FRIEND, THIS IS 


CONCERN you, (| 
SIR IMUTA! 4 
































IF YOU ARE 
SEEKING TO 
ATTACK THAT 
VILLAGE, 
PLEASE LET 


|S RUNNING 
FOR DEAR 
LIFE TO 
GET AWAY 
FROM ME. 


HIMGELF 





. fa pisornce 














FEELINGS! 


T BELIEVE 

THAT NOW, 
IS NOT THE 
TIME FOR 
YOU BOYS; 


THERE IS NO 
REASON FOR 
YOU LOT TO 
GET INVOLVED 
WITH THIS ANY 
AS FURTHER. 
YOUNG 
MEN, YOUR 
MISSION 
LIES BE- 
YOND THIS 
TIME OF 
OISORDER, 


UNLIKE YOU 
THREE, I’M 
ALREADY 
DAMAGED 
GOODS. 


























HAVE YOU 
FORGOTTEN 


THAT SAGARA | , 


HAS STRICT 


DON'T DO 
AN] ANYTHING 
H THAT WOLILO 





“Author's 
note: The 
interpreter 


‘or 
Townsend 
Harris, 
the First. 
American 
Consul 
General 
to Japan. 
He died 


after being 
attacked by 
a group led 
by Imuta, 
who op- 
posed the 
foreigners. 





THE ONLY 


REASON THE 


TOP BRASS 
HAS CALLED 
ME BACK IS 
TO USE ME 
UNTIL I’M 
NO LONGER 
USEFUL. 

























AFTER THE 
HEUSKEN 
EVENT, I’M 
ESSENTIALLY 
AN EXILED 
MAN. 


I CANNOT 
HELP 

CONTINUE 

THIS ‘THIS ERA. 

IS MY 

FATE. 





ONCE YOU 
CAN'T PUT 
IT BACK ‘ IF YOU CUT 
IN TO THE AS MUCH AS 
SCABBARD, § YOU CAN CUT, 
YOU JUST THE BLADE 
THROW IT . : WILL CHIP 
AND BEND. 


FAR FROM ( ) ; 
ANY MALICE, T’LL TELL 
T’M NOT fitee / YOU NOW 
INTEPESTED ne. LHe THAT I HAVE 
g aK KILLEO 
(COUNTLESS 
IX PEOPLE. 


IN THOSE 
euyes! 


NOW, 
LITTLE BY 
LITTLE, I CAN 
NO LONGER 
FIT BACK 
INTO MY 
SCABBARD, 





IF THE 
SwOrd 
ITSELF WERE, 
AT LAST, 
TO CHOOSE 
ITS LAST 
OPPONENT, 


THERE 
WOULON’T 
BE ANY 
CONSE- 
QUENCES. 


aM 
RNG, 


SSNS Sierra —t 














































Bist 


IMUTA... 



































T WILL 
NEVER 
FORGET 


THANK THE 
HEAVENS 
THAT IT WAS 
ALLOWED TO 
SEE YOUR 
FACES ONE 
LAST TIME. 


IT’S ONLY 
NATURAL T 
DO THIS 
ALONE. 


WE CANNOT 
POSSIBLY 
SAY ANY- 

THING IN THE 

FACE OF 
SUCH DETER- 
MINATION. 





SAY THIS 
WILL BE 
OUR LAST 
PARTING IN 
THIS LIFE. 





THIS IS 
ALSO 
A PART 
OF MY 
NATURE... 


JUST AS 
KAIEDA 
SAID. 








































ITIS 
EXACTLY AS 






REGARDLESS 



















OF FRIEND 
OR FOE, THE ieee mie SOLDIERS 
CITIZENS OF IMPORTANT IN THIS TL/IN — 
JAPAN TEND TO HAVE A Richard 
TO FEEL A SENSE OF English — 
LITTLE PLAYEUL- na-basu. 
NERVOUS. 


NESS AT 
ALL TIMES. 


4 DOG 
LIKE YOU 
SHOULON’T 
EXACTLY BE 
TALKING 


SFX: 
STAND, 
clatter 


THEY ARE 
TRANSI- 
TIONING 
INTO THE 

NEXT 
STAGE. 


NOW 
THAT THE 
ROBBERIES 
HAVE DIED 


LEAVING 
"ih  ASIOE 
“) THE FACT 
4 THAT YOU 








Author's 
Note: 
Shoukai- 
shou was 
bitten in 
the groin 
by a dog 
ata 
young 
age, and 
has dis- 
liked 
them 
since. 

























TO SEE 
MY BUSY 
LORD USE 
SO MUCH OF 
HIS TIME ON 
SUCH TRIVIAL 










END UP IN- 
THAT ALONE 


HAPPEN. 


BUT UNFOR- 
TUNATELY, WE 

DON’T HAVE A 

GOOD ENOueH 
SO, IN TRUMP CARD! 


DESPERATION, 
IT CAME UP 
WITH USING 
GUERRILLA 

TACTICS! 


THEY COULD 
VADING EDO. 


MUST NOT BE 
ALLOWED TO 


THE ONE 
STRIKE, ONE 
KILL SQUAD 


AS I'D LIKE 








SUGGEST 
THAT WE 
LET THE 

SQUAD OF 

PEASANTS 

BE DIS- 

SOLVED 

NOW. 







































SO, WHAT 
ARE YOU 
SAYINGP 


































I WONDERED 
IF WE COULD 
SEE SAIGOU 
RIGHT AWAY 
ANDO PER- 
SUADE HIM 
TO PREVENT 
THAT FROM 
HAPPENING. 








IT WON’T 


EVERYONE : aX : 
ST . QUST BE THE 
WILL SET THE REGULAR 


STREETS OF : Sr ee W ARMY. THE 
EOO ON FIRE : 
RN PEASANTS 
ANO BURN : 
EVERYTHING. : AWALEOL 
; TOWN FOLK 


eine < WA SE © WILL TAKE UP 
mee 38 SEK 3 BAMBOO 
(perry. SS ; SPEARS AND 
‘ Se) STICKS 
SCORCHED 4 
EARTH 
TACTICS! 


THE THING 
1S, QUST 
SAYING IT 
TO THEM 
DOESN'T 
GET THEIR 
ATTENTION. 























SAIGOU THE a eeg a 
WILL GUESS RESULTS as od 
THAT THE ONE SS OF THE WOULD Cee 

€, ONE TAR GUERRILLA TAINLY BE 
KILL SQUAD Ss FORCE 
IS ONE STEP Tene 
SHOULD HAVE INSANE 
TOWARDS 2 oA REACHED 
THE USE OF : SAIGOU 
SCORCHED WK THROLIGH 
EACTH : SAGARA, 
TACTICS. c i" 
: 1k 
Pf * ~ ’ \ 
IES 
































£ 


SHINSEN- 
GUM. 


EVEN 
THOUGH 
THEY'RE AL- 
WAYS ASKING 
FOR MONEY, 
IF WE DO ANY- 
THING STUPIO 
THEY'LL QUITE 
HAPPILY BARE 
THEIR TEETH, 


NOw.., I 
BELIEVE THE 
PEASANTS 
WILL LEAVE 
AFTER ONE 
MORE JOB. 


UNTIL HE GETS 
REPLACEMENT 
WARRIORS, HE 
WILL PRIORITIZE 
THE PRESERVA- 
TION OF THE 
SQUAD’S 
STRENGTH, 


T USED 
TO THINK 
THAT THE 
SHINSEN- 
GUM! WAS 
FULL OF 
FRONT-ON 

ATTACK 

IDIOTS... 


HAVEN'T 

I ALWAYS 
SAID THAT A 

PET DOG 
THAT GETS 
TOO BIG IS 

HARD TO 

HANOLEP 


WOULD 
IT NOT BE 
BETTER TO 
INCREASE 
THE ONE 
STRIKE, ONE 
KILL SQUAD’S 
NUMBERS 
INSTEAD OF 
DISSOLVING, 
sHEM 


T HAVE 
BEEN 
WORKING 
FOR THAT 
REASON. 


HOWEVER, 
WHILE SQUAD 
CAPTAIN 
SHIMADA IS 
CURRENTLY 
PREPARING , 
THE SQUAD ie 
FOR A 
SupPRISE RIGHT. 


SHIMADA 
SEEMS 
LIKE A 

SENSIBLE 





WE JUST 
NEED TO 
GIVE THEM 
THAT 
PUSH, 


IN AN 
EASY TO 
UNDER- 
STAND 
WAY. 


BE GETTING 
MORE ANO 
MORE FRUS- 
TRATED, 





IN 
ANY CASE, 
AFTER THIS 
T WILL EN- 
OEAVOR TO 
cARRY OUT 
My LORD'S 
WISHES AS 


Ata: MG iy 


FO 
Ny - oo a 


RIGHT NOW, 
HOWEVER, 
THE PEAS- 
ANTS ARE 
LOCKED UP 
IN THE 
ESTATE, 





THERE- 
FORE... 




















PEASANTS 
WILL NOT 
CARE TO 

LISTEN ABOUT 
SERVING THE 
EMPEROR 
OR THE SHO- 
GUNATE, 











SO, THIS 
IS EAST 

ICHINOE 

VILLAGE.., 








THERE ARE 
ALWAYS 
PEOPLE WHO 
SAY IT’S NO 
CONCERN OF 
THEIRS AND 


LIVE OUT HERE h 


IN TRAN- 
QUILITY 























EVEN WHEN 
THEY SAY 
THAT JAPAN 
IS IN THE 
MIDDLE 
OF UTTER 
TURMOIL, 



















IT’S NO 











EVEN IF 












DIFFECENT THEY DE 
THAN THE ON THE 
SCENE ourTsKieTs 
I ONCE OF EDO, THE 
SAW. COLINTRY 
SIDE IS ALL 
THE SAME. 


EVEN THE 
PEOPLE, 











WITH SIR 
IMCHAAA! 


CHILOREN 
CANNOT 
TELL THE 
DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN 
WARRIORS 
AND FISH- 
ERMEN. 


PLEASE 
ACCEPT 
THESE AS 
AN OF- 
FERING. 








A CON- 
SIDERATE 
SAMURAI THAT 
DOES NOT 
DISCRIMINATE 
AGAINST 
ISLAND 
FISHERMAN 
CANNOT BE 


WE WILL BE 
UNABLE TO 
FORGIVE 
OURSELVES... 


T ASK YOU 


IT WOULD 
BE TROUBLE- 
SOME IF YOU 


IF YOU 
DO NOT 
ACCEPT 
THIS FROM 
us, 





SFX: 
Seagulls, 
waves 


AFTER ALL, 
POLITICS 
TRAPS AND 
DECEIVES 
OTHERS, 


LIVING 
WITH THE 
POOR AND 
RUSTIC 
FISHERMEN 
MIGHT BE 
BETTER, 








YOU DON’T 
UNDERSTAND 
YOUR POSITION 
AS A Low CLASS 
WARRIOR! 





you 


GOOD 
HEALTH, 
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I DON’T 
LUNDER- 
STAND... 


AND 
BECOME 
SO EN- 
THEALLED 
WITH CUTTING 
PEOPLE 
DOWN? 


ae % x f 
Weg 
Re NX fe 
act 


IF I 
LIVE INA 
VILLAGE, 

THEN EVERY- 


I THREW 
AWAY MY 
HUMAN 
HEART 
IN THAT 
VILLAGE, 





THERE! 


IF I’M NOT 
MISTAKEN... 
SONO MEN- 
TIONED THAT 
USHIGOROU’S 
LITTLE SISTER 
ANO SHE 
WERE LIKE 
TWO PEAS 
IN A POD... 





GOROU’S- 
LITTLE 
SISTER... 


USHI- 
GOROU’S 
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TRAINING 


LOCKED uP 
IN THIS 
ESTATE... 





: ‘a \ AT 
Have ANY ! 4 THIS RATE 
HAVE ANY i eer 
REINFORCE- f : 


END LIP 
MENTS = ; 
THOUGH... l | CeUMBLING 


APART 
FROM THE 
INSIDE. 


IS THAT 
TRUE, 
YOKICHIP 


THIS IS A TIME TO 
ana || sOOATS 
Ub YOUR HEART 
INTO YOUR TRAINING. Mspusee 
RIGHT NOW, THIS 
IS YOUR MOST TO AN 
IMPORTANT TASK! ENO! 





INSIDE THE 
cHY OF 





THERE’S 
NOTHING 
OF VALUE 


OF EAST'~ 
ICHINOE/ ae 


THE ONE I 
THAT GOT 


Hope A 


IT’S ff 


WOULD THEY 
ATTACK A 
VILLAGE? 


I WONDER 





COULD 2 
SOMETHING \ “~~ 
HAVE HAP- Sy 
PENED TO 
CHIYO- 
CHANP 


UNDERSTOOD? 
THE BASTARDS 
HAVE BECOME 
MORE CUNNING 
WITH THEIR 
TACTICS! 


Grimace 





WORRIED 

ABOUT 

MY OWN 

j THE BEANS |ka VILLAGE. 
Bere) HE |i 





EVEN IF T 
00 woRRY, 
NOTHING'S ly 


WE CAN'T 
GET PER- 
MISSION 
TO GO BACK 
TO THE 
VILLAGE [i= 


etter. LSaeay x, @ 





YOW’RE 
DEAD/ 





DOESN’T 
MATTER 
WHAT THE 
air fail 


SHUT LIP, 

WE KNOW 

THAT AL- 
, READY! 





THAT IS 


RES, TRUE... 














LEAVING 



























































AS IT IS, 


WE CAN’T 
AFFORD 
FOR THEM REST- 
TO BE LESS 
INFLUENCED AT THIS 



































THE ONLY 
ONE THAT HAS 
THE MOTIVE OF 

FINDING OUT 
WHERE OUR 
SQUAD MEMBERS 
CAME FROM 
ANO ATTACK 
THE VILLAGE 


THAT 
BEING SAIO, 
IT WOULO BE 

TROUBLESOME 
IF THEY WERE 
TO HEAR IT 
FROM SOME- 
WHERE ELSE 
WITHOUT OLIe 
KNOWLEDGE 


I DON'T 
BELIEVE THAT 
IT’S A COIN- 
CIDENCE THAT 

USHIGOROL’S 
VILLAGE WAS 
ATTACKED, 








2 § 
& & 


3 
2 
Ss 
= 








I 
THOUGHT 
YOU MIGHT 
TRY TO 
SNEAK 
OUT, 


WAS IT HIS 
PRESENCE 
I FELTP 





RECGARD- 
LESS 
OF THE 
REASON, 
THOSE 


HO LEAVE 


SION 


I WON'T 
LET YOU 
SAY THAT 
you 
FORGOT. 





I WAS 
cA sine 


YOU'RE 
(€e ALSO 
S26 : OUTSIDE. 
GOROU.. 


IFIARRWE tM oust 
BEFORE GOING TO 
POLL-CALL = SEE HOW 
IN THE MORN- THE VIL- 
ING THEN reeds 
THERE'S NO A DoINe. 
PROBLEM. 





I’M JUST 
MAKING 
SURE YOU 
DON’T PLN 
AWAY! 


WHAT 


THE HELL,|| YOU'CE 


STOP NOT JUS 


FOLLOW- || GOING 
INE ME! 


TO PLN 
AWAY ARE. 
YOU/P 








SFX: 
Wobbling 


HELL ARE YOU 
DOING? 





WE'LL 
GO AFTER 
YOU TAKE 

A DRINK, 





IF WE OON’T 
HURRY, WE 
WON’T BE 

BACK IN THE 
MORNING, 


noises 


LOOKS 


ES 
LIKE THEY'RE & 
GOING TO 
SPEND THE 
WHOLE NIGHT 
CLEANING 
up AFTER 


YOU CAN 
SEE SMOKE 
AS WELL. 


EVEN 
THOUGH 
IT’S SO 
LATE AT 


NIGHT. THE VIL- 


\} LASERS 

N APE STILL 
ue AND 
ABOUT, 





THERE’S 
SMOKE 

COMING 
uP FROM 





SATSUMA 
MIGHT BE 
WAITING TO 
AMBUSH 
youl 


I WON’T 
COME TO 
RESCUE 
YOU, EVEN, 
IF YOU 
DO GET 


YOU DON’T 
HAVE TO 
COME, 
ICHIZOU. 


IT’S TOO 


IF 
SOMETHING 
HAPPENS, 
JUST RUN 
AWAY BY 
your- 
SELF 





WHY ARE 
THOSE : I HEY, WHAT 
HOUSES = 8 THe NEL 
aD a 
ON FIRE: HAPPENED 
HEREP 





LOOK AT 


BUT WHO 
CARES I WAS AWAY 
ABOUT THAT, |] eoom HOME 
WHAT HAP- 
WORKING AS 
A LABORER, 


EVERYONE 
WAS PRETTY 
SCARED SO 
WE SHUT 
OURSELVES 


IT's 
JUST WHAT I 
HEARO, BLIT IT’S 
EXACTLY LIKE 
THE ROBBERIES 
HAPPENING IN 
THE CITY. 
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WHERE'S 
CHIYO AND 
THE OLD 
HAGP 


HAVE A 


LOOK FOR po ii WK 
YOURSELF a Z AN 





THERE 
WERE FOUR 
THAT GOT 
DONE IN, 
INCLUDING 

















; : WHY WOLILD 

YOU KNOW io A SAMURAI 

SOMETHING, 5 pee FROM SAT 
DON’T YOUP “ay 





THERE WERE 
YOU'RE SUSPICIOUS 
NOTA SAMURAI 
LABORER, ||GOING AROUND 
ARE 





COLLECTING 































































| tia 
DOING UA se Me H| _WHAT 
WHILE THis * ae Weee YOU 
WAS HAP- i on. euvs pepe 
PENING? : sh 








ATTACKED, WHY 
DION’T YoU 


! 





WOULD’VE 
BEEN BETTER 
IF YOUR WIFE 
HAD DIED 
INSTEAD! 


bie 


squeeze 

















SFX: 
Grab 





SOMETHING’S 
WRONG WITH 














USHIGOROU 
MIGHT BE A 
MIDGET, BUT 
HE’S REALLY 
STRONG! 





HE HASN’T 
LEFT THE 
HOUSE HE 
WENT IN £ 
EARLIER. 





WMA WHY... WHY 
eR ee ARE THEY 


RINGING 


HAPPEN- : THE BELL? 


ING/P 


THEY'RE 
GATHERING 
ALL OF THE 
MEN IN THE 

VILLAGE, 




































































YOU THINK OF A” (> NY) | _ For Peasants 
YOURSELVES \\ “, Re ererpias 
TOO HIGHOY! f\ oad! XS Samo... 
















Monthly 
Comic ‘War’ 

“For Sale On The 
27th Every Month” 

Highly-Praised- 
Serialization! ! 





After hearing 
that his village 
was assaulted 

by insubordinate 
ronin, unable to 
stop himself and 
Colcclolelinrem (anlrele] 
Flleyale Pm Uksalie oy cere] 
ran into the dark 
night. There, he 
learned of his 
little sister Chiyo's 
death, and grew 
to hate his 
powerlessness 
as a peasant, 
remembering the 

“Unpleasant Past” 
that revolves 
around her... 

Volume 4 set to 
be released this 

Winter! ! 


ee 





a Kom ol-mero)aluialel=ve| 





lence 
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